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The Third Balkan Studies Conference
- Cultural Inheritance and Diversified Development
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are pleased to inform that the Third Balkan Studies Conference will be held by the Center for Balkan Studies at Beijing Foreign Studies University from September 21 to 22, 2023. The previous two conferences were respectively themed on China-Balkan Cooperation against the Background of the “Belt and Road Initiative” and Balkan Research and Talent Training . This conference will focus on “Balkan Cultural Inheritance and Diversified Development”, examine the interactive relationship between the Balkan cultural evolution and its political economy, interpret the inheritance and transformation of Balkan society's traditional culture in different historical periods, and explain in a multidimensional manner the continuous reconfiguration of Balkan cultural spectrum and the causes and paths of its pluralistic development.
Located at the crossroads between the East and the West, the Balkans has formed a unique cultural landscape under the influence of both Eastern and Western civilizations. In this process, the Balkans is not only a passive object of acceptance, but also an active subject of absorption. Its “kaleidoscopic” cultural features and diversified development pattern are the common effect of  external and internal factors, which reflect the “in-betweenness”of the Balkans in terms of political identification and cultural orientation. Examining the history and the status quo of the Balkans from the perspectives of cultural heritage and diverse development will help us explore the Balkan issues more deeply and comprehensively.
The cultural inheritance of the Balkans is not a linear historical superposition, nor is it a fusion of old and new cultures in a simple sense. The cultural orientation of the Balkans in each historical period is closely related to the political and economic situations of that time. Looking at the cultural construction of the Balkans from a global perspective, and through multi-dimensional and interdisciplinary interpretations of the cultural heritage of the Balkans, as well as the excavation, transformation and reshaping of its traditional culture in the process of Balkan modernization, we can get a glimpse of the interaction mechanism of the exchange and collision of human civilizations, and discover the long-lasting value texture.
The conference will invite well-known experts in Balkan studies to give keynote speeches on September 21. Scholars are welcome to sign up for a 10-15 minute presentation for the two panels on September 22, 14:00-18:00 Beijing time.
Panel 1: Cultural Inheritance and Modernization Process in the Balkans
Panel 2: Multiculturalism and National Identity in the Balkans
We welcome submissions focusing on but not limited to the following topics:
· Tradition and Modernity in the Balkans
· Paths and Models of Balkan Cultural Inheritance and Diversified Development
· Balkan Literature Creation and Cultural Inheritance
· Balkan History Writing and Cultural Inheritance
· Balkan Cultural Heritage and National Identity
· Balkan Cultural Inheritance and Multicultural Development during the Socialist Period
· Balkan Cultural Inheritance and Multicultural Development after the Cold War
· Cultural Inheritance and Multicultural Development in Balkan Urban Space
· Balkan Cultural Pluralism and its Social impact
· Balkan Cultural Pluralism and its Economic Outcomes
The conference will be held both online and offline, with English as its working language. No conference fee will be charged for the participation. Those who are interested are requested to submit their abstracts of 300 words + 5 key words + 5 line-bio including affiliation to the pengyuchao@bfsu.edu.cn, before August 15, 2023.
